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The Comparative Method =L E
The principal method of historical linguistics is simply
called ‘the comparative method’. At one level the com-
parative method is a set of procedures for (i) identifying
linguistic residues shared by related languages, that is,
cognate elements, retained from the common ancestor
and (ii) drawing historical inferences from these residues.
However, ‘the comparative method’ is not just a
set of procedures. It is also a theory of how particular
resemblances and differences among languages come
about Central to the theory is the genealogical (or family
tree) model—the assumption that certain languages
belong to families that trace descent from a common
ancestor. This assumption rests on the fact that languages
are typically fairly stable codes, each langiiage being
leamt by successive generations of native speakers with
gradual change. We can speak of genealogical continuity
s0-long as the line of native speaker trarismission is
Imhokmlmgtﬁsﬂc@htﬁngocmrswhenapopulahon.
speaking the same language becomes sharply separated
by geographic or social barriers and the isolated daughter
communities undergo independent changes, leading
eventually to mutual unintelligibility. Suctessive splits
yield a family of related languages. - '
'Ihe:eaﬁfcarmnpemlmfactsoilanguaget:hange
that make it possible to identify cognate elements and to
distinguish these from resemblances that are due to
chance or borrowing: (i) sound change (change in the pro-
nundiation of words) is more or less regular across the
' -lexicon of adanguage; (ii) sound changes are highly con-
* strained (only certain kinds of changes are possible and -
among these some are rare); and (iii) regular séund
changes are irreversible. Over a century. of work on a
* number of language families has shown that related lan- -
guages typically exhibit a high degree of regularity in
sound correspondences. Many of these correspondences
reflect structural changes in certain languages, such as the
loss of particular phonemes (distinctive sounds) in some
or all positions, or the merger of two phonemes in some or
all positions, for example, earlier & and s may merge as
k, orland r as r. Many changes are simply phonetic (without
changing the number of phonemic contrasts), for example, p
- may changeto f, s to h, ¢ to is before i, ai to e and au to o.
‘ The existence“of ‘regular sound correspondences -
_is one of the strongest proofs. of genetu: re]atmnslup [

— —— g i . -

The sounds lhat reflect systemauc oorrespondences
across languages, and with earlier stages, and the muta-
tions they undergo are broadly comparable to the kinds
of genetic markers used by population geneticists.
Regular sound correspondences provide a principled
basis for reconstructing the sound system, and as much of
the lexicon anid morphology of the common ancestor as is
represented by cognate: mal:enal in daughter languages.
Reconstruction of caggate morphological paradigms
(such as systems of ‘personal pronourts, articles, tense-
aspect affixes) in turn provide a powerful confirmation of
genetic relahonslup .
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Ka hua te wananga
K noho i a rikoriko

Ka puta ki waho ko te po

Ko te pa nui, te pé roa

Te po i tiituri, te pid t pépeke

Te 'pg uriuri, te pé tangotango

Te p6 wawa = -
Te po té kitea

Te po i oti atu ki te ma(e. ks

Na te kore i ai
Te kore te wiwia
Te kore te rawea
Ko hotupu

Ko hauora

Ka nokho ( te dtea

ke pute ki waho te rangi e ti nei

Ko te rangi e teretere ana

i runga o te whenua

Ka ncho te rangi nui e ti net

Ka noho i a ata tuhi

Ka puta ki waho te marama

Te rangi i td nei, ka noho i a

te werawera

Ka puta ki waho ko te ra

Kokiritia ana ki runga

Hei pitkanohi mo te rangi

Ka tau te rangt

Te ata tuhi, te ata rapa

Tz ata ka mahina, ka qm,hina te

ata i hikurangi

Ka noho i Hawaiki

Ka puta ki waho ko Taporapora,

ko Tauwarenikau, ko Kiki-paru,

ko Wawau-atea, ko Wiwhi-te-

Rangiora.

Knowledge became fruitful,

It dwelt with the feebie glimmering;
And so night was hora: '
The great night. the long night,
The lowest night, the loftiest night,
Fhe thick night, to he felt,

The night to be touched,

The night not to be seen,

The night of death.

From the nothing the begetting,
From the nothing the increase
From the nothing the abundance,
The power of increasing,

The living breath;

It dwelt with the empty space
and the sky ahove was born

The atmosphere which floats
above the earth;

The great firmament above us,
dwelt with the early dawn,

And the moon sprung forth;

The sky above us dwelt with the heat,

And the sun was born;

They were thrown up above,

As the chiefl eves'of Heaven:

Then the Heavens became light,

The early dawn, the early day,

The mid-day, the blaze of the day
from the sky.

The sky above dwelt with Hawaiki,
and land was homn.

Taporapora, Tauwarenikau, Kuku-paru,
Wawau-atea, Wiwhi-te-Rangiora.

(Taylor 1855:98)

The universe that was shaped in this series of cosmological matings, accord-

ing to the same early source, had

either ten or eleven Heavens; the lowest was separated from the earth, by a solid

transparent substance like ice or crysldl, and it was along the underside, or that next to

the earth, that the sun and moon were supposed to glide. Above this pavement was the

grand reservoir of the rain, and beyond that was the abode of the winds.

Each Heaven was distinct, the lowest being the abode of the rain; the next of Spirits;
the third of the winds; the fourth of the light, the highest of all, being the most

glorious, and thereforetthe chief habitation of the gods. - @2

-

{Taylor 1855:17)

The world was not simply a physieal structure, though; the sky was Rangi,
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In the Io religion of the Tainui priesthood there was taught an esoteric
version of the Creation, and in its teachings and ritual answers were given
to these questions. And in the giving of the answers a high standard of
philosophy is disclosed, which has eluded all European investigators of
Miori lore for nigh on one hundred years.

In lifting the veil somewhat on this esoteric lore of his people the
Author has been actuated by the idea that it would be befitting to, uhi or
clothe his account of the life of the high priest Ptatau Te Wherowhero
with the zapu raiment of the Polynesian religion of To.

Tainui genealogical recitals have previously been published, but
without explanatory notes and translations of the personifications, the
publication of these recitals has only led to all manner of speculation
as-to the philosophy behind it all. The translations alone—which do not
always conform to the dictionary meaning of the words—will be found
to reveal a treasure_trove. of philosophic thought of a high order. Even
in the original Maori text the meanings will more often than not defy
the best of Miori scholars. It is, therefore, no small undertaking to track
down tha meanings of the archaic phraseology of the Miori priesthood,
and in the present instance the quest extended over several years.

S

At the o-u'rset.the declamnon is made in the Io rehglon that the world
evolved from Io, the Supreme Being; and his dwelling-place is at the

‘apex and centre of Creation. And that Io himself evolved through eight

stages from Te Kore or the Formless Void. In this deistic conception two
elements were introduced and merged in Io, namely
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In the priestly ritual a highly descriptive account is given of the

travels of Hani and Puna, along their separated pathways through Nga

* Rangi tihahi, or the Be-spaced Heavens, in their ceaseless “search for

a place where they could embrace each other.” Although their pathways

merged at ttlhe Ahurewa, the Sacred Mound or Altar of Io at the centre of
Creation, they were here kept apart by Te Tumu, or the Concentric Pillar =MT MERV
of Creation (literally, the Stump). S

In their travelling to and fro—which actually commenced before = —
Io was completely evolved—Hani and Puna were repeatedly frustrated F1F) BREATH

in their search for a plage where they could come together. It was not P ORIEEN SOURCE
until the appearance of Ranginui e tii iho nei (the great Sky that stands

above) and Papa ti & nuku (the Earth that lies beneath) that Hani and CRusE

Puna found the one place “in the whole of Creation where they could - MALE / ALe
come together.” ' Fzn ]
" Hani and Puna came together on the bosom of Papa and propagated: [ PRINCIPLE

MRAoRI TUNER STAND BE ewrert SKTUNER MT THione Wiory MAY NGRA M
Firstly, things that live in the sea, including fish. e
Secondly, things that live in fresh water, inchuding fish. MRU Firn 7
Thirdly, things that live on the land.
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iRA “ WR HINE = VARUNR THE RULENVELPING DRARK SKY
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| VARUNA, DARK SKY BECAME THESKY oF LIERT | LIFE
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At the outset the declaration is made in the Io religion that the world
evolved from Io, the Supreme Being; and his dwelling-place is at the
‘apex: and centre

of Creation. And that Io himself evolved through eight

stages from Te Kore or the Formless Void. In this deistic conception two
elements were introduced and merged in Io, namely:

Te Ira_iine or the male essence, which was personified in .
the celestial being named Hani, or the Questing One. Te' Ira
wahine, or the female essence, whlchfms persomﬁed under
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The.symboiism is incorporated into the Vistu-purusa-mandala, that is,
the mandala: of purusa, Essence, immanent within existence (wvdastu). Purusga,

figili—_%d,a.s_a_manitretched out ip the manner of the victim in the Vedic

safrifice, is drawn u ndala. He is Prajapati, sdcri-

fT v = Gods at the beginning of time and thus "incarnated” in the
fandala, which is thereby identified with the

= 9
~#osmos prpguced by their union.''®

c. The Union of Complements in Buddhism.

Although the assimilation is not ent 2ly congruent, it is nevertheless
possible to perceive intimations of a analogous formula in the.relationshig
. of the Buddha and the Dharma.'!'? Tié Buddha corresponds to the active prin-
ciple, Essence. Stationed at the ub of the World Wheel, which is also the
Wheel of the Dharma, he causes it{to turn by his "actionless activity".
The word dharma; from the root dhy, "to carry, to bear", means "supporter"
andw;wwwnwﬂw "
It is the sub-stans of the worlds an e support of a nomena, which
are therefore also called dharmas. From the same root dhr comes the word
dharani, literally "support", referri sacre hra that Tantric
Buddhism deems to co in e concentrated essence of the total Dharma.
They are considered to be the foundation (pratisthd) of the cosmos. In yet
another correlation, the root dhr is connected in both its etymology and its
- ‘meaning with another root, dhru, whence comes the word dhruva, "the pole”.
By this association Dharma is linked to concepts of axiality. 119

- The assimilation of. the Dharma and the supporting Waters ‘is prefigured
in the verse of the Satapatha. Brihmana which says that "The Waters are the
Dharma",'20 a dictum that is echoed in many. passages in the Vedas which '
identify the Waters_and Vic, the Logos. Qg,QQ_Lhe.ﬂatan&rdﬁkL_ﬂpgggggg5
Heaven and Earth".! "Separated_ into many portions"; -Vacis "assigned to

mEF?"EEEEEET“wtﬁET?_EErvading".‘22 It is the Word or Voice "whoge cradle is

“the Waters of the Ocean“)zs “He (Prajdpati) created the Waters from the world
of Vac. 'Vdc belonged to him. It was created, it-pervaded all this. Because
it pervaded all this which exists, it (vac) was called the Waters".'2“

"1 this was created by Vac, and all that existed was Vac".'¢> "This male
murugaﬁjPréjapati desired, may I be multiplied, may I be developed. Having
toiled and performed tapas, he first created the Veda, the triple science.
It became to him a foundation (pratisthal... resting-on this foundation, he
performed tapas. He created the Waters from the world of vac".'?8 1Impreg-
nated by Prajapati, Vac gives birth to the first living creatures...'?’and

"Muith this triple science (the Veda) he (Epagipati) entered the Waters
f= vac). Thence arose an egg".128 vac not only pervades the universe, but
also, as do the Waters, sustains it.

| SVRC > WRI T
 O-NOY 0SS = RoNeom&A|WHIT]

N P ORONGO Mo See »->—
/;>\~(j-y, gzs; C&ttitiizk 5 *ﬁ'E;L;Eiijfské-LT\jZ;'tﬂx; - Lﬁf?ﬁ)lqb




C3

With similar reference within Buddhism, the Saddharma-pundarIka-sdtra
teaches that the Voice (vac) of the Sutra pervades all space. The entire
‘creation is based upen it. The Voice of the Sutra contains the Body of the
deha_éakyamuni and the Bodies of all the past and future Buddhas. The
Voice of the Sutra gjves birth to these Buddha Bodies.'2? The Dharmg is not
created by the preaching of the Buddha but is the pre-existing and ever-
immutable Principle that gives birth to all the Buddhas who preach the
Dharma. All the Buddhas are one and consubstantial- with the Voice of the - -
Dharma whence they sprang. .

* * - * * *

In Buddhism generally the Buddha and tﬁe Dharma are not truly congruent,
with thé essential and substantial poles of manifestation since they are not ({
seen as conjunct, cosmo-progenitive principles. In Tantric Buddhism, how- (
ever, the Buddha and the Dharma are specifically identified with purusa and -
prakrti. The Buddha is assimilated with Method (updya) as a masculine
principle cognate with Essence; the Dharma is assimilated with Wisdom (prajfia)
as a feminine principle cognate with Substance; and the Community (sangha)-
is identified with the cosmos produced by their union.?3! '

In the doctrines of the Buddhist Tantra the highest and most perfect
Enlightenment (anuttara-samyak-sambodhi) has two aspects : on the one hand
Wisdom -(prajifid) which is pure Consciousness, the supreme Cognition; - and on
the other Method (upiya), the "actionless activity" of the Buddha who’
descends into the ‘world to work there for the Enlightenment of all beings.
Wisdom is identified with the Vvoid ($0nyatd), and Method, which -acts from
compassion for the sufferings of beings, is identified with universal Com-
passion (karuna).'32 |

’ Wisdom is the static and passive principle, the primordial container,'
support and source of all phenomena (dharma). Method, by contrast, is the
active and dynamic principle whose action of presence, the expression of
Compassion, brings forth the possibilities of the dharmas that lie in thé
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Fig. 139 : A Tibetan yab-yum image, showing
the union of Method (up@ya), represented by
the Adi-Buddha, and Wisdom (prajfig), repre-
sented by the female Adi-Prajfid, corresponding
respectively to purusa and prakrti, Essence
and Substance.

Void of Wisdom.'®®

In their cosmological connotations Method and Wisdom are the equivalents
of purusa and prakrti.' Wisdom is identified with the primordial Waters;
she is also described as the Mother of the Three Worlds, the Mother of the
Gods'3¢ and the Mother of Buddhas. As Adi-Prajfid, primordial Wisdomh cog-
nate with the Unity of Being, she gives birth to the Adi-Buddha, the prim-
ordial Buddha, and then joins with him in union. She is first his Mother,
and then his Consort.'35 The Adi-Buddha and ARdi-Prajfid are the Father and
Mother of the world and in Tibet their union is expressed in an overtly
sexual iconography. Yab—ﬁum figures shoy the Adi-Buddha, or Method (upaya),
as the Father (yab), and Adi-Prajfid, Wisdom, as the Mother (yum), in sexual
union, which represents the non-dual conjunction of the two principles
{prajnopaya). In oqher contexts the two principles are represented by the
seed and the ovum, by the male and female sex organs, by the jewel, or
vajra, in the lotus, and so on.136
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Analogous concepts, but lacking the sexual imagery, are expressed in the
two mandalas of Shingon Buddhism, the Matrix World Mandala (garbha-kosa-
mandala) and the Diamond World Mandala (vajra-dh3tu-mandala). The former is
also called the Mandala of Principle (Jap. ri mandara) and the latter is the
Mandala of' Knowledge (Jap. chi mandara).137 As previously explained, ri, 51
is the Principle or "inner Law" of things. It is the Principle by which

— S — _ " —

things are what they are and not something else, or the pattern of order
that runs through nature. It denotes the plenitude of that which sustains
the phenomenal world. Principle thus has obvious analogies with the concept
of Dharma as this term has been analysed above. 1In reference to the mandala
it is synonymous with the Matrix that contains, sustains and gives birth to
the things of the universe. Principle is all-pervading, unobstructed and
Lomnipresent; it is immanent within all the forms of the cosmos.

The tradition-laden Chinese term li, "Principle", was adopted by the
Buddhist granslators as a kenning for the Sanskrit $inyata, "Void", con-
ceived as:-the female principle from which forms arise and to which they
return. The Matrix Mandala is called the Mandala of Principle because it is
the mandala that represents the Void-Principle that pervades the worlds.!3® ‘

¢ nlly

The Diamond World Mandala, on the other hand, Tepresents the' comple-
mentary aspect of Reality, which is Knowledge (jifidna). This is the Buddha
Knowledge that discriminates betveen the existence and the non-existence of
the dharmas,' the Knowledge that differentiates the ephemeral and mutable
agpects of phenomena from the permanence and immutability of their "Principle.
Phenomenal entities are totally fused within Principle in what i's technically
termed a "horizontal identity" (Jap. ©-bydds); the "actionless activity" of
Knowledge brings them forth from their indistinction within Principle, .and
by its discriminating function, perceives them in their "vertical differenti-
ation" (Jap. ju-shabetsu) : by the union of Knowledge and Principle forms
issue forth into separate, differentiated existence.! .

Knowledge, being immutable and indestructible, is represented.by the
diamond (vajra); Principle is identified with the world-supporting lotus
whose opening is the deployment of forms; and therefore the two mandalas
that embody them are also termed respectively the Vajra-Mandala (Jap. kongd-
mandara) and the Lotus Mandala (Jap. renge-mandara). In Tibetan Buddhism
the vajra represents the male phallus and has a significance analogous
to that of .the linga, while the lotus represents the female genitalia. The
symbol of a vajra or a flaming jewel supported on a lotus, frequent in both
Tibetan and Japanese Tantric Buddhism, represents the union of the conjoint
principles, Knowledge and Principle.‘s ’ '
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138. MKDJT, p. 2271, s.v. Ri mandara. 139. MKDJT, p. 1599, s.v. Chi man- Q]’ENDB,'I
dara. 140. E.g., inthe Hevajra-tantra, quoted by Dasgupta, 1958, p. 106.

141, It is to be noted that this symbolism differs from that of Wisdom
and Method in that Here Wisdom (= Knowledge) is conceived as the male prin-
ciple. Failure to perceive the transposition has led several authors_to
interpret the symbol of the vajra in the lotus as representing the union of
Wisdom and Method, involving the manifestly erroneous assimilation of the
vajra’ and the female principle and the lotus with the active, male principle.
This might also relate to the upexplained anomaly that exists in Tibetan
iconography, where yab-yum figures invariably show the female (yum) as the
active partner (see Bharati, 1965, p. 216), contradicting the-texts which

describe her as the static principle. »
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The symbolism of the Cosmic House whose roof beams come together at the
roof has, when interpreted at the microcosmic level, a significance that
pertains directly to the core concern of Buddhist doctrine, namely, the
attainment of Awakening by the concentration of mind achieved by meditation
(dhydna). The equivalent and precursive Brahmanic teaching is expressed in
terms-of‘an explicit architectural symbolism : "The Breath of Life (pr3na =
the Spirit, Brahman, the Gale) is a Pillar. And just as._ (in a house) all
the beams are met together (sam3dhita) in the king post, so it is that in the

Breath (the functions ‘of) the eye, the ear, the intellect, the tongque e
mmmmwmﬁ&
au at samahita 1s € as to be "in sam3dhi" ce

words. derive from sam-a- 3 o put together, to make to meet, to con-centr
ate, to resolve", and hence to resolve to a common principle. Samd3dhi is
"composition, consent", and in Yoga the "consummation" of dhy3@na, an at-one-
ment, integration or unification.5' In modern colloquial parlance the
Awakened is one who has "put it all together", in a total and cosmic sense.
He has returned ta the centre of his being, which is coincident with the
centre of the universe, where the senses are withdrawn into the Source whenc
they flowed outward tgp their objects, and where space and time are likewise
withdrawn into the grincipial point whence they devolved into existence.
The reintegration of. being and the universe in contemplation is a reversal
of the procedure from unity to quadrature, from the one to the many, whereby
the worlds and the beings who dwell in them come forth into existence. They

return - to the principial point and are ‘once more subsumed within their own
true nucleus of origin. )
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In a brilliant séries of scholarly master:[:n'.ecesaB Coomaraswamy analyzed
this theme of breaking through the roof plate and showed that the roof plate
is symbolically identified with the Sun Door that leads out of the cosmos.
The circular roof plate (kannikd) is the structural member that heolds to-
gether the rafters at the apex of a domed or conical roof. To the roof E
plate, or "king post", the rafters (or "beams" in both senses) converge in
the manner of spokes to the hub of a wheel or.ribs to the pole of a pa;asol
or the rays, or beams, of light to the sun : wheel, parasol, sun and circuls
roof plate are coincident in symbolic meéaning, variaticns on a theme of
radiation from a centre. Whatever has been said.on the significance of the
wheel, the parasol and the sun is egqually applicable to the circular roof,
The roof form is charged with a potency of metaphysical meaning; the archi-
tectural element resonates with a rich reverberation of significance. The
kannikd is the Sun Gate, the doorway or exit through which the Worthy (arhat
the "movers-at-will", leave the world. It is the "Door of the Summit” T{aaggs
dvira), "the Doorway to Buddhahood", since the Buddha is himself the Summit
{agga).?
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The symbolism of the Cosmic House whose roof beams come together at the
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"composition, consent", and in Yoga the "consummation" of dhy3na, an at-one-
- |ment, integration or unification. S1

roof has, when interpreted at the microcosmic level, a significance that
pertains directly to the core concern of Buddhist doctrine, namely, the
attainment of Awakening by the concentration of mind achieved by meditation
Lhe equivalent and precursive Brahmanic teaching is expressed in
terms of an explicit architectural symbolism :
the Spirit, Brahman, the Gale)
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The symbolism of the rainbow relates to that of the bridge. Connectis
the "banks" of Heaven and Earth, the bridge spans the river or sea of Kid-.
space; it links this shore of sams3ra, the domain of birth and death, to
the further shore of nirv@pa, the domain of deathlessness.BS To cross the

bridge is to ascend the vertical axis of the world, passing upward to the
Sun Gate.86

, The rainbow is likewise a bridge, but corresponds to the arched bridse
rather than the straight.B? The difference between the two symbolic ex=
pressions - the straight bridge and the arched - is that between the way of
the vertical axis that leads directly to the Sun Door, and the "peripherai®
way that leads through a series of hierarchical states, following a spiral
@ that unwinds around the central axis. This corresponds to the spiral pro-
gress marked out in the ritual circumambulation (pradaksina) of the terrate
stupa : ascending by the stairway in the East, the direction of sunrise and
beginnings, the devotee turns to the left at each terrace and walks in a
clockwise direction with his-right side to the stupa, thus passing success.
Avely through the f!irections of spagce at ever higher levels. B8 :

=HAGR! TOIHURAREWA SPIOERS WD HANING
: Down FRom Herven .

Fig. 203 : Vertical ascent, spiral ascent and pradaksina.

B =,
. +B5. In Vedic formulations the bridge is homologous to the Breath-thsgd
L'seT 772 (sOtrdtman) that traces to the Sun. The word for "bridge” in the Rg Vada' i
et - is.setu; "line", from root si, "to attach", with reference to early brides
vT- made of ropes, which literally tied one bank to the other. See Gudnon,: V'
Rdd P. 379; D.L. Coomaraswamy, 1944. The bridge is the ray of the Sun's 1i %
i the beam (in both senses), the trunk of the Tree, that connects the worlds,:
In this it is to be understood that the bridge, as with all Symbols of thj%

axis mu?di such as the axle of the cosmic chariot, is to be thought of 3
vertical. i
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%-Ecwn‘- is.setu, "line”, from root si, “to attach”, with reference to early brtérﬁ
5;‘1'“»,1., made of ropes, which literally tied one bank to the other. See -Guénon,: 196§

a. The Symbolism of the Rainbow Bridge. - ' q ﬂ

The symboﬁish_of the rainbow relates to that of the bridge. Connectis
the "banks" of Heaven and Earth, the bridge spans the river or sea of Mid-
space; it links this shore of sams3ra, the domain of birth and death, to
the further shore of nirvina, the domain of deathlessnessB5 To cross the
bridge is to ascend the vertical axis of the world, passing upward to the
Sun Gate.86

The rainbow is likewise a bridge, but corresponds to the arched brides
rather than the straight.B? The difference between the two symbolic ex-
pressions - the straight bridge and the arched - is that between the way of
the vertical axis that leads directly to the Sun Door, and the "peripherai®
way that leads through a series of hierarchical states, following a spival’
that unwinds around the central axis., This corresponds to the spiral pre-
gress marked out in the ritual circumambulation (pradaksina) of the tergate
stupa : ascending by the stairway in the East, the direction of sunrise as
beginnings, the devotee turns to the left at each terrace and walks ina -
clockwise direction with his -right side to the stupa, thus passing succedys
ively through the directions of space at ever higher levels.®® :
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Fig. 203 : Vertical ascent, spiral ascent and pradaksina.
]
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-85. In Vedic formulations the bridge is homologous to the Breath-theead

?>> (sUtratman) that traces to the Sun. The word for "bridge" in the Rg Veda i

p. '379; D.L. Coomaraswamy, 1944. The bridge is the ray of the Sun's lightys
the beam (in both senses), the trunk of the Tree, that connects the uormtﬂé
In this it is to be understood that the bridge, as with all Symbols of the

axis mupdi such’'as the axle of the cosmic chariot, is to be ‘thought of 3¢.&
vertIca?.____ —— q BEATR

¢

d. The Symbolism of the Spider's Web.

The same formula is expressed in .the image of the spider and its web. 89
In the myths of many cultures the spider is associated with the Moon, which
weaves the destinies of men,’? but in the Brdhmanas it is specifically
equated with the Sun that centres the gosmos.?! "Like a spider, the one
God surrounds himself with threads drawn from primordial Substance (pra-
dhdna)™; 72 "As a spider spins its .threads... even so from the Self comes
forth all breaths, all worlds, all divinities, all beings"; ?3 “Just as a
spider emanates and draws in (its thread)... so from the Imperishable the
universe comes into being”; 7% and "Just as a spider produces its own
threads itself... even so Brahman creates the world unaided by any extran-
eous means”.

L = " . i —k
S — —— ——

The weaving of the web is the world's manifestation (kalpa); its
withdrawdal is the réturn to non-manifestation (pralaya). The radii and
concentric rings of the spider's web are the warp and weft of the world.

The, web modelsithe multiple levels of existence .irradiated by lines of
Breath.

The spider's web is a spiral net converging to its tentre, where sits
“the spider who spun it out from his own substance. The spider is the point-
source _and Principle of the world and is thus associated with the vulva
(yoni)?%and the cosmic navel (ndbhi) : "Whence those seven rays spin forth

there is my (Agni's) navel". 77 The Sun shines with seven rays "to form
the web". 78 ' -

* * * * *

Ophidian and arachnoid symbolisms coalesce in the myth of Indra's
smiting of the Serpent Vrtra to release the "seven rivers" of universal
manifestation. Invoking Indra, the Rg Veda.says, "Thou clavest the spidery
(aurpavabham) Vrtra, ‘son of D3anu".?9 The ferm augavabha‘derives from Grpia-
vabha, "thread spinner", which is to say, "spider". Vrtra, who is Principle
in privative ‘mode, prior to the deployment of the worlds, is both the Serpent
who contains the Waters hidden within his coils, and the Spider who has not
yet spun the world web. He is the "stark and far-famed Aurnavabha" who,

when conquered by Indra, together with the Serpent Ahisuva, becomes the co-
creator of the cosmos. 80

|
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b. Breath-threads, Breath-knots and Breath-nets. ' ’

The lines of the mandala are lines of Breath. The concept pertains
. to the multivalent and complex symbolism of threads of Spirit (sttratman), '
: according to which the life and essential nature of each person depends
on a pneumatic thread, cognate with a ray of light, that connects him to
the Sun. : ’

‘The thread ér ray of attachment is the vertical axis, equivalent to
the Cosmic Tree, Pillar, Ladder or Mountain. It strings the worlds together
like beads upon a necklace, connecting them to each other and all to their

a common source. So also the worlds contained within thevmgcrocosm of man
are strung through their centres upon the pneumatic cord. 2 ns we have
seen, the directions that emanate from this axis of Air are exhalations of
Breath : the microcosm and the macrocosm both come into existence by an
expiration, a projection of Breath-lines into the directions.33 In a comple-
mentary symbolism, the person is a pneumatic coagulation; he is a spiritual

. aggregate, a cohesion of Breath, a knot in the Breath-cord (siitrdtman).

The Breath-knot is the focus of the forces that determine the plexus of
individual existence, and hence knots and names are homelogous : "The thread
is his (the Breath's) Word (v3c) and the knots are names; and so with his
Word as the cord and names as knots all this universe is tied up".3® The
knot in the.cord of Breath .is the_‘vital node" that holds together the com-
ponent elements of individuality.

The warp threads are the immutable and principial radii originating
from the Centre and passing through the states of existence; the weft
threads are those states themseélves, the variable and contingent applic-
ations of the Principle to particular conditions. The image. is that of
the rays of the Sun (the warp threads) irradiating the worlds (the weft
threads), with the Sun removed an infinite distance so that its rays are
parallel, 8% and the concentric circles they traverse, being circumferences

~of infinite-extent, having become straight lines.f87

STATES OF EXISTENCE b :EMQVAED TUANPIN‘TAX - A

WEFT THREADS
P
n
L
n

~ ¥ w < v z
SUN'S RAYS WARP THREADS

Fig. 56 : The assimilation of Sun and loom symbolisms

The loom is the cosmos. The warp (top) beam is the Essential pole
of the universe; the bottom beam is its Substantial pole; or, transposing
-the symbolism, the upper beam is Heaven and the lower beam is Earth. The
weft threads are the planes of existence or the levels of being; the warp
threads are the rays of -informing Light or Breath, linking the upper and
lower Principles. Joined together by its supporting side beams the loom
forms a rectangle framing an interlaced gridwork of threads, which is
precisely the form of the mandala.
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Acting as a conduit the rainbow-body of the serpent or makara conveys
he underlying, chthonic waters to the sky, whence they fall to the earth as
ain. The physical analogy is with the process of evaporation whereby the
Hieat' of the sun "draws up" water to the sky, from where it pours down once
@gain to edrth. The cycle of the waters involves phases of upflowing and
Jounflowing : the waters rise from the earth to the heavens and, in a
gﬁpﬁdﬁplementary movement, fall from the heavens back to earth. The down-
Q‘p’uring of the life-giving rain, symbolically equivalent to the down-shining
wf the life-giving light of the sun, is universally taken to represent the
#flowing of celestial. influences from above. 1In the complementary movement

©of ascent the vapourized water represents the rising of terrestrial in-
#Hluences towards the heavens.?)26
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Fig. 215 ¢ a. 4 makars-rainbow from Java. b. The ascending
\ ynd descending currents of the cosmos.

3 The symbolic significance of this upward and downward counterflowing

can be interpreted &t several levels. Firstly, the passive, low-lying

waters and the waters carried by the clouds resfisctively represent the * <
Lower Waters and the Upper Waters. - Taken inclusively and in their widest
;significance the Waters represent All-Possibility or Substance (prakrti),

‘the passive principle of marnifestation and the poféntial "aspect of Being,
éontaining within itself the sum total of the possibilities of m

anifestation
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These nights, or epochs, are called Te Ptakitea (the hidden night), ° _ 10A
Te Potwhaia (the pursuitless night), Te PStEwheau (the undeviating
night), Te PStangotango (the night of utter darkness), Te Potéwhawh3* . :
: 3 % : vTH GRTE = EATE 4 DEPARTING
(ﬂ.‘t& inert nlght)- - i 5‘( SOu'TH 1) 4[$P[r2| < ]
The night on which the spirit leaves this world is called Te Pékumea ZSK PRee i0 UPWARD ANG DOWwNNARD
(the vertiginous night), and it is borne off on Te Auterenga (the steady FlowiNe WRTERS » C
current) which'joins Te Aukumea (the dragging current) at the beginning : 2 WEB
of Te Potekitea (the hidden night). S SUN SHINES WITH TRRYS RS A WE

' ' = - wes

To reach Rarohenga from the meeting-place of spirits, the spirit MP Tol “Uﬁﬂa{ﬂ $P:Jce'29 e

leaves by the south door and enters the heaven known as Te Réinga HANCI NG Coun Feom HERVEE ¢ et
(the way of the multitude) and proceeds by way of Tahekeroa (the long MR MRITIKINKI weyY DO YOU NOT

. descent) to Rarohenga. Te Réinga is the twelfth heaven, the earth being CLOSE THE GPITE To THE UNCERWRLD
in the eleventh from the uppermost heaven. .

330
| ARATIAMA BY
From Rarohenga (the world below) the spirit may proceed directly to il :::c:v::z;‘:ﬁca 0eD TO HeRven ResT]
Tikitiki o rangi (the uppermost heaven) through Ng& Rangitithaha (the be-
spaced heavens) by Te Aratiatia (the stepped way); or it may be directed Qi< SPIOERS WEB 1S P SPIRAL NE‘F
to Muriwaihou (the place of the purifying waters of the hereafter). LEWOING TO THE (ENTRE Soufee
- From Muriwaihou the spirit will take to the skyways, of which = SK 2 PAms o-l HSCM‘I.‘O Hg!wm
there are two: ‘Te Angitamatine (th‘e skyway of the male) and Te. UPwarD BnD ConwNwPR M_Esm
Angitamawahine (the skyway of the female). On its way the spirit wilt Pam o7 The PITRIS [FRFAmE v
pass Te Aratiatia and Te Toihuarewa (the suspended way), at different _ o ReTuen | PaTH] NoN RETVRN .

points on the journey. So on its journey, by way of the skyways, the MA = MA WHITE CLERN FREE 0T TAPY.

spirit may be directed to either end of the stepped way or the suspended MR TO CONNECT POINTS OF THE CONPRSS

way—otherwise it will continue oniits long and weary trail through the nﬁ MARV BF KiLLeD

whole of Creaﬁo_n. . t EOFII . M E MAR U POWER RUTHOR  TY ESCoeT
Even if the spirit is “swept into Te Waiotiatu” (the waters of MA MAR ove ORY ol

anhihi]atian)—'thcscai'eﬂ:le spirits of “those who have committed murder M0 MARIKORIKO SARIT aF:Ph:s

and other outrageous wrongs against mankind”—where they are tossed MA MARA NedY STorM N. Wi

sbout for countless ages on the waters, they are rescued by Te Thorangi Mroei  HRRU-RU  Storm RopR.

(the umbilical cord of heaven) and his companion deity Mawakenui SK 790 MRRUTA WD A &oD GRALE

(the great and prolonged rainstorm). The spirit is then conducted to the SK 74c MA RV RBSTINENCE FRo! CRIN KINEG.

presiding deity of Te Waiotiatu Mamaru (the overbearing and questing Si¢ 734 MARR THEWCRLO OF DERTH.

one). Under the abbreviated name Maru, Mamaru is also one of the RGNS o WELL,
“principal gods of the oceans throughout the creation. “In the temple S¥ 34 MAMB T0 €0 TO MeVE
of Te Waiotiatu, called Tangitewiwini (the place of dreadful and-estie 1AM Rl MCRTAL

lamentation), where Mamaru is the high priest, the rescued souls are °K 79° MPRU WILDER NESS JHRI=OERTH,

purified, and then'conducted back to the meeting-place of spirits, whence ¥ 74¢ MARUT CHILOREN oF HEp e

theyproceedbythelongd@oce:_:t.Theses;:iiﬁts'aronot‘per_g:ittbdtom_nar na MARA PREPARED &Y q-n[;epm,;. N

nq_moumm BUT MUST PReceeD RISHT 0N TO HQ_RI—UEIM- Y MARVA VOID WaTER

v . ME MAMARU SRIL ~TRERTACRIAHA <
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matangi (the sanctified $i NERTW SoLARERTE OF EXIT OUT OF
heaven of fragrant breezes). Those who-in this world have lived a life -

e R e _ THECOSMOS. THE NORTH iSTHE LCCRTICY
spu'!mallymharmony with the behests of To, will reach Tiritisi o matangi OFCAPRICRN THE END OF THE WORLD
earlier than thd others who have not been 20 mindful of the things of the

wairug (the soul). Somie souls will have gone directly from the meeting- i MP RUTR WIND ERLE
place of spirits, through the east door and the right-hand north doorway, MB Th WIiND
without descending by way of the long descent to Rarohenga. HB RU-A 2 BeTH

In the sanctified heaven of fragrant breezes the:affendant gods, the, . - RU-A  ABYSS
Apapuhimngi{theqpawhoarehonouredinheavd);‘andthe attendant , A : '
goddesses the Apa kahurangi (the apa with heavenly raiment) will conduct - SK ReVEDA “rHov CLAVEST THE SPDERY
the new arrival to Te Waiorongomai (the tranquil waters of the peace to P Sond DANY |
come), for the purification rites. The spirit will then bé conducted in turn o o) the
to the three sacred temples of Tiritiri o matangi. These are Matangini S (o (5162327 <] ,
(the renowned temple of the fragrant breeze), Matanginaonao (the le 1 s < / PLi o
‘of the blossom-lacen fragrant breeze), and Matangipuhi (th: temt;? of mulfa- e S ||
the precious fragrant breeze). In these temples various ceremonies are
conducted. “y - :
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d. " The Marriage of the Currents.

i

.The concept of the "interaction" of the cosmic forces of currents
emanating from the two principial poles of the universe is expressed in

terms of a productive:union.
~marriage of Heaven and Earth
“world as a marriage Yyift", 135

The fall of rain is a consequence of a
134 . “yonder world thence gave rain to this
This is the union of conjoint principles

"at the end .of the Sky, at the top of the Tree, where Heaven and Earth

embrace",!38

The symbolism is mythically conveyed in the Vedic accounts of the raip=
producing?conjunction of Mitra and Varuna, who "are the leaders of the

waters

and who "must favour thee with rain".'38 In
the Rg Veda the two gods are together invoked to send rain,'3?
in later Hinduism and Buddhism it is Varuna alone who is the God of the
waters and the rain and who rules over the aquatiec ni3gas,

several places in
and whereas_ -

in these early
40

texts the rhins are the joint production of the two gods. !

The two gods form a progenitive pair (mithunam), Mitr3varunau,
which Coomaraswamy terms "a syzygy of conjoint principles, i
. is the male and Varuna the female partner, an 'opposition' or 'polarity'

ety NE gy Y

ch M a’

N TR

* which is Ehat of Day to Night, of Light to Darkness".141
and Varuna the (dark) Sky, and the Sun'42 is the husband of the Sky.'%3
The Sun inseminates the Skyl44
Sky"1954in the same way that "Mitra inseminates Varupa".,146
bhirata'®? it is asked,
is Mitra, what is Varuna?" and the reply is given, "..
male, the former being prakrti (Substance) and the latter purusa (Essencely
similarly Mitra is purusa and Varuna is
of the two gods are addressed to Heaven and Earth.
should know, are ‘the favourite resort of Varunpa and Mitra, by means of 4

Mi THUNAM

Mool WE ENEONU)

Mitra is the Sun_.

o

and "forms his likeness in the wemb of the:

In the Mahi-
"Wwhat is the universe and the non-universe... what!

. the female and thlé

prakrti".
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Verses chanted in honoug
"Heaven and Earth, one?
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